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three weeks at sea. They were happy and idle weeks spent
pitching gently through the blue tiopics and finally, less
gently, through the grey forties. We played ping-pong, we
read, we walked the deck. Every evening Wheeler and I
walked up and down the deck under the swinging stars,
getting to know one another. I began to like him though to
the end I could never share some of his enthusiasms, but I
did come to share some of his aversions. He did, however,
fill me with an enthusiasm for zoology and for the problems
presented by the natural history of Antarctic whales which
it was to be our business to investigate in South Georgia. I
am one of those people who require to have their enthusiasm
for any particular subject bolstered up by that of someone
else. Without aid it is apt to languish. In this I resemble
a monkey and some people have this revivifying effect on me
while others fail dismally. Wheeler succeeded during the
whole of the seven months I worked with him. The " Dis-
covery " Expedition, equipped and sent out on the recom-
mendation 'of a committee of the Colonial Office in 1924. to
inquire into the biology of whales in the Falkland sector of
the Antarctic, had built a biological station at Grytviken, in
South Georgia, from which scientists had been making care-
ful notes on the whale carcasses at the neighbouring whaling
station for the last five years. Wheeler had already spent
three summers and one winter at Grytviken. It was to him
a kind of second home.
During our promenades on the deck or when sitting read-
ing Wheeler and I were a source of astonishment to the
crew. Often I would be conscious of presences when I was
reading and look up suddenly to see four or five blond giants
standing a few yards off, staring at me fixedly with their
arms folded as though I were some strange exhibit in a zoo.
When they saw themselves observed they turned and walked
away. Once I tried a smile to see what that would do. It
had no effect of any sort. Altogether I seemed to have the
most odd effect on the ship's company. Amidships on the